
 
 

North Fremantle Primary School 
An Independent Public School 

Home Reading Process: Years 1 - 3 
 

 
Research shows that exposure to books and stories in the first few years of a child‟s life makes a difference to their success in English. 
 
Reading at home is an essential part of your child‟s reading program. It provides them with extended practice and engagement in comprehending 
texts that they can read and want to read.   
 
The most important part of home reading is that your child gets to experience the joys of reading with their family. 

 North Fremantle Primary School strongly promotes regular and frequent home reading by students, in partnership with parents, for 10 minutes 
each night. 

 

 Please support your child to read as many nights as possible and see reading as enjoyable. It is a great opportunity for quality time together. 
 

 Your child will receive 1 book each week, at their independent reading level. Children should feel confident and happy to read the text by 
themselves. 

 

 This Information pack is an „Ideas Pack‟. It is a guide to support parents with information about Reading Strategies, comprehension questioning 
and possible activities, to optimise the reading progress. 

 

 Please seek advice from the classroom teacher if you have any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Home Reading Process 
 
It is critical that the chosen book is at a level that your child can read without too much 
difficulty. This develops a love of reading and ensures home reading is a pleasurable 
task. 
 
At the start of the week your child will receive a book from a range of levelled texts and 
then enter the title and date into this log book. This text will be their reader for the week. 
Readers are to be returned on the last day of every school week.  We encourage your 
child to keep the same reader all week so that they have the opportunity to consolidate 
their reading skills, ensuring a deeper understanding and comprehension of the text 
through guided discussion. Practising the same words over and over will help commit 
the words to their bank of sight words and strengthen their skills to work out unfamiliar 
words. Your child should be reading the text fluently and with expression by the end of 
the week. 
 
Please sign the log book each night and comment if you wish. The comments provide 
additional feedback for the teacher. Note down any difficulties or improvements you 
notice. 
 
 

Night One: 
 Child to predict what the text is about. Refer to the Before Reading Activities table 

on the next page. 

 Read the text aloud to your child.  Allow your child to sit back and enjoy the text or 
join in when they want to. 

 Read the text together, encouraging your child to use strategies for unknown words.  
 Child completes an After Reading Activity from the table on the next page. 
 

 

 

 
Night Two: 
 Take turns reading pages/parts of the text with your child. 

 Stop and discuss the events or facts in the text, refer to During Reading Activities 
from the table. 

 Child reads the text again but out loud and independently. Encourage them to read 
fluently. 

 

Night Three: 
 Ask your child to read the text out loud to you.  Encourage your child to read fluently 

and to use reading strategies for unknown words. 

 Think of two questions to ask each other about the text. 

 Complete an After Reading Activity from the table. 

 

Night Four: 
 Ask your child to read the book silently. Encourage them to use reading strategies 

where needed. 

 Ask your child to read the text to you out loud. 

 Complete an After Reading Activity from the table. 

 

Additional Nights: 
 Your child can read the text independently. 

 Your child can read the text to another family member. 

 Complete other activities from the After Reading Activity table. 

 Read other texts from around the home.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Activities to use when completing Home Reading: 

 
Reading Strategies 
 
When your child comes to an unfamiliar word there are many strategies that they can 
use to help read the word and understand what it means. These strategies are taught 
at school and your child will be familiar with them. Remind them of some strategies 
when they get stuck on a word. 
 

Sounding Out 
Children use their knowledge of letter-sound relationships to take words apart, attach 
sounds to the parts and blend the parts back together to identify the unknown word.  
They sound out the individual phonemes (sounds) in the words. This strategy is used to 
decode unknown words. 
 

Chunking 
Children break words into units larger than individual phonemes. They might break 
them into known letter combinations, syllables or parts of words that carry meaning.   
 

Re-reading 
Children can re-read whole text, parts of texts or words to clarify or enhance meaning. 
They can also re-read and use context clues to work out the meaning of the word. 
 

Reading On 
If the child can not decode the unfamiliar word they can read on, simply skipping the 
unfamiliar word and reading on to the end of the sentence or the next two sentences.  
This often gives enough context clues to determine the unknown word. Once the 
unknown word has been identified they can then re-read the text.  
 

Using Analogy 
Your child can transfer what they know about familiar words to identify unknown words.  
They transfer what they know about common letter patterns and sequences, onset and 
rime, letter clusters and base words to determine unfamiliar words.   
 

Consulting a Reference 
Children can consult a dictionary, thesaurus, reference chart or glossary to locate 
meaning and pronunciation of unfamiliar words.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before Reading During Reading After Reading 
Read the title and the    
author together and      
discuss. 

Share any connections that 
you have with the events 
and topic of the text. 

Discuss any words that 
they didn‟t understand.  Put 
the words in sentences. 

Discuss what they think the 
text is going to be about 
and give reasons for their 
prediction. 

Ask if the picture in their 
head is the same as one 
the page. How are the 
same/different? 

Discuss the purpose and 
the messages in the text.      
Discuss what they learnt. 

Read the blurb at the back 
and make changes to      
predictions if needed. 

Point out key words in the 
text and discuss why they 
are important. 

Discuss their favourite part 
or characters and the      
reasons why. 

Discuss what an author 
and illustrator is and why 
it‟s important that the        
information is included. 

Ask literal, inferential and 
evaluative questions about 
the text.  Encourage full 
sentence answers. 

Ask your child to retell the 
text to another family 
member. 

Read the author‟s name 
and discuss if they have 
read any other books by 
the same author. 

Discuss difficult or         
interesting words.  Make 
an „Interesting Words 
Chart‟ and add to it. 

Give the text a Star Rating 
and talk about why they 
gave it this rating. 

Predict five words that they 
think are going to be in the 
text. 

Ask some “why” questions; 
Why do you think…, Why 
did the... 

Draw a picture of the 
image they saw when 
reading the text. 

Ask them to guess some of 
the characters that may be 
in the story.  Predict what 
they are like and what they 
might get up to. 

Focus on obeying           
punctuation and using      
expression when reading. 
Use different voices for 
different characters. 

Find words with double    
letters, capital letters or 
certain sounds.  
Find 5 nouns, adjectives, 
verbs etc. 

Ask why they chose this 
particular text. 

Talk about what is 
happening in the pictures. 
Does it match what is in 
the text? 

Discuss and write a new   
ending for the text. 
 

Ask what the purpose of 
the text is. 
 

Ask to retell the main event 
on the page. 
 

Create a chart with new 
words they have learnt and 
practise words. 

If the book is non fiction 
ask them what they already 
know about the topic 

Predict what they think is 
going to happen next and 
give some reasons why. 

Discuss and create another 
page that could be 
included in the book. 



 
Three Types of Questions 
 
There are generally three types of questions that can be asked of texts.  
These can be used before, during or after reading. 
 
Literal Questions – Right There  
 
The Author Wrote It. 
The answers to these questions can be found in the text. They are 
directly stated. 
Examples: “What was the dog‟s name? “What happened to Tom?” 
 
Inferential Questions – Read and Think  
 
The Author Meant It, 
The answers are not directly stated but implied. 
Examples: “Why did the character run down the road?” 
 
Evaluative Questions – Your Opinion  
 
The Author Would Agree With You. 
The answers are not found in the text, they are found in your head or 
somewhere else.  Usually your thoughts and feelings.  
Examples: “What would you do?” “How are you similar to the main 
character?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reading Tips: 
 

 Encourage your child. Tell them that they are doing a great job! 

 Give your child time to work out difficult words. 

 If they make a mistake say “Are you sure about that?” and ask them 
to re-read the word. 

 Help your child to sound out the word, don‟t just tell them what it says. 

 If your child still has trouble with the word, help them sound it out and 
then say the word. 

 Praise your child if they make a mistake and can correct it on their 
own. 

 If your child says a word incorrectly but it still makes sense, let them     
finish the sentence and then go back and ask them to read the word 
again.   

 
 

 



Week Name of Text and Author Signature Comment 

1  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

2  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

3  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

4  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

5  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

 



Week Name of Text and Author Signature Comment 

6  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

7  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

8  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

9  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

10  Night One  

Night Two  

Night Three  

Night Four  

 


